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USDA/Global Agricultural Information Network Reports  
Below is a summary of export trade news highlights, compiled by the International Trade Office. 
 
Japan - MAFF Updates Genome Editing Handling Procedures for Feed and Feed 
Additives Derived from Crossbred Progeny 
On April 20, 2021, Japan's Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF) amended the handling 
procedures for feed and feed additive products derived from the crossbreeding of genome edited 
varieties previously notified to MAFF with conventional varieties, other previously notified genome 
edited varieties, and genetically engineered products for which MAFF has granted feed safety approval. 
MAFF no longer expects developers of these products to undergo MAFF’s consultation process for 
genome edited feed and feed additive products. MAFF made this revision following a public comment 
period that closed on March 5. – More info 
 
Brazil's New Climate Change Adaptation & Low Carbon Emission in  
Agriculture Plan 
On April 20, 2021, the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Supply (MAPA) announced the 
Sectoral Plan for Climate Change Adaptation and Low Carbon Emission in Agriculture Seeking 
Sustainable Development (2020-2030), called ABC+. The plan builds on a previous edition (ABC 2010-
2020) and seeks to consolidate Brazilian agriculture on the basis of sustainable, resilient, and productive 
systems. MAPA sees the ABC+ Plan as an instrument that promotes sustainable agriculture through 
strategies of adaptation and mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions. A forthcoming document that will 
set the actions and quantitative goals for the plan will be released in the third quarter of 2021. – More 
info 
 
India - Grain and Feed Update 2021 
FAS New Delhi (post) is lowering its India MY 2021/2022 (April-March) wheat production forecast to 105 
million metric tons (MMT) compared to the pre-harvest forecast of 107 MMT. Post is lowering the 
forecast number due to early harvest reports of lower-than-expected yields in the country’s central and 
eastern states. On April 16, 2021, the Indian Metrological Department released its first long-range 
forecast for the 2021 southwest monsoonal season (June-September), forecasting normal rainfall. On 
April 23, 2021, the Indian government announced that it will begin providing, anew, free food grains to 
800 million National Food Security Act (NFSA) beneficiaries (62 percent of the population). Distribution 
of free grains commences in May and extends through June 2021, assisting beneficiaries experiencing 
economic hardship during the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak’s second wave. Some 8 million metric tons 
of food grains are required to cover the two months of new distribution. – More Info 
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Vietnam Issues National Standard for Chilled Poultry Meat 
This report provides an unofficial translation of Vietnam’s National Standard for Chilled Meat - Part 3: 
Poultry Meat (TCVN 12429-3:2021) issued under the Vietnamese Ministry of Science and Technology’s 
Decision No. 209/QD-BKHCN dated February 3, 2021. – More Info 
 
Health Canada Launches Consultation on Novel Foods Regulation Focused on 
Plant Breeding 
Health Canada is seeking feedback on two new pieces of guidance for the Novel Foods Regulations, 
focused on plant breeding. The consultation will be open for 60 days until May 24, 2021 and 
stakeholders are invited to comment. – More Info  
 
First US Commercial Shipment of Beef Embryos to the Philippines 
On April 5, 2021, the first U.S. commercial beef cattle embryo shipment (valued at $28,000) arrived in 
the Philippines. Juliana's Cattle Farm, owned by Mr. Rolando Lagaya and located in Batangas, purchased 
93 straws to improve their herd genetics and increase beef production. The sale resulted from efforts by 
U.S. Livestock Genetics Export with USDA Market Access Program funding, including a reverse trade 
mission for Philippine buyers led by the Kansas Department of Agriculture. According to the trader that 
facilitated the transaction, they expect additional shipments of 100 to 200 straws of frozen beef 
embryos within the next 12 months. This sale follows USDA/APHIS finalizing a health protocol in May 
2020 with the Philippine government for the importation of U.S. bovine embryos. – More Info 
 
Japan - USJTA Treatment for Wheat and Wheat Products 2021 
The U.S.-Japan Trade Agreement (USJTA) has been in effect for 16 months, however the timing of 
Japan's fiscal year meant that the agreement entered "Year 3" of implementation on April 1, 2021. This 
report is one in a series of product briefs highlighting the tariff benefits for specific commodities and 
products from Year 3 (2021) to Year 5 (2023) of the agreement. – More Info 
 
China - Administrative Measures on Import and Export Food Safety - Decree 249 
The Revised Administrative Measures on Import and Export Food Safety (GACC Degree 249) will enter 
into force on January 1, 2022, covering a broad range of requirements on food exports to China 
including overseas facilities registration, record filing by importers and exporters, quarantine and 
inspection, and product labeling, among others. China notified the revised measures to the WTO SPS 
Committee on November 12, 2020 as G/SPS/N/CHN/1191. Upon implementation, the measures will 
replace AQSIQ Decree 144 of the same title as well as the AQSIQ decrees regulating the import and 
export of meat, dairy, aquatic products and honey. This report provides an unofficial translation of 
Decree 249. – More Info  
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