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USDA/Global Agricultural Information Network Reports  
Below is summary of export trade news highlights, compiled by the International Trade Office. 
 
Brazil - Grain and Feed Annual 
USDA-FAS maintains its corn production forecast for MY2020/21 (March 2021–February 2022) at 105 
million metric tons (MMT), based on the smaller-than-expected first crop of corn paired with 
widespread delayed planting of second-crop “safrinha” corn. For MY2021/22 (March 2022–February 
2023), Post sets its initial corn production forecast at 114 MMT. Post raises its estimate for MY 2020/21 
milled rice production to 7.48 million metric tons MMT, consistent with the expansion of area paired 
with a return to trend yields. Factoring in trend yields, Post projects MY2021/22 wheat production will 
hit 7.05 MMT, which would set a new record for the crop. – More Info 
 
Canada Announces Decisions for Neonicotinoid Pesticides 
On March 31, 2021, the Pest Management Regulatory Agency of Canada published two special review 
decisions regarding the risks to aquatic insects from two neonicotinoid pesticides: clothianidin and 
thiamethoxam. Several uses are retained, with additional risk mitigation measures required, and there 
are no proposed changes to maximum residue limits. Canadian growers and the registrant will have a 
24-month transition period to adopt mitigation measures and label amendments. – More Info 
 
China 2021 No. 1 Document Underscores Seed Genetics Stable Grain and Pork 
Supplies for Food Security 
Recently, the CPC Central Committee and the State Council jointly issued the annual policy guidelines on 
agriculture and rural development, known as the “No. 1 Document”. The 2021 No. 1 Document has set 
commercialization of high-quality seeds and livestock genetics as important factors for national food 
security, while stable supplies of grains and pork remain important. The central governments emphasis 
on supporting seed development, including biotech seeds, is a new feature in the 2021 No. 1 Document 
and there is continued emphasis on shoring up grade producing farmland. This report contains selected 
highlights and an unofficial translation. – More Info 
 
Singapore - Exporter Guide  
Singapore’s highly import dependent, multi-billion-dollar food industry is driven by robust consumer 
spending, high disposable incomes, and intense urbanization. The country’s trade and regulatory 
policies are focused on ensuring consistent foreign supply of high-quality food and agricultural products. 
Singapore’s total agricultural and related product imports in 2020 reached $15 billion USD, with the 
United States capturing roughly ten percent market share. Top prospective U.S. food and beverage 
products for the Singaporean market include fresh fruit, beef and poultry products, pork and pork 
products, dairy products, seafood, processed fruit, and tree nuts. – More Info 
 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Grain%20and%20Feed%20Annual_Brasilia_Brazil_04-01-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Grain%20and%20Feed%20Annual_Brasilia_Brazil_04-01-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Canada%20Announces%20Decisions%20for%20Neonicotinoid%20Pesticides_Ottawa_Canada_04-06-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Canada%20Announces%20Decisions%20for%20Neonicotinoid%20Pesticides_Ottawa_Canada_04-06-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%202021%20No%201%20Document%20Underscores%20Seed%20Genetics%20Stable%20Grain%20and%20Pork%20Supplies%20for%20Food%20Security_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_03-31-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%202021%20No%201%20Document%20Underscores%20Seed%20Genetics%20Stable%20Grain%20and%20Pork%20Supplies%20for%20Food%20Security_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_03-31-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%202021%20No%201%20Document%20Underscores%20Seed%20Genetics%20Stable%20Grain%20and%20Pork%20Supplies%20for%20Food%20Security_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_03-31-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Exporter%20Guide_Singapore_Singapore_12-31-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Exporter%20Guide_Singapore_Singapore_12-31-2020


 

 

Page 2 

Belgium To Ban Palm and Soya Oil for Use in Biofuels from 2022 
On March 22, 2021, the Belgian government notified the European Commission of a draft national 
decree transposing the EU Renewable Energy Directive. This draft decree creates a ban on biofuels and 
biogases from palm oil and soya oil on the Belgian market starting from January 1, 2022. – More Info 
 
Egypt - Navigation Resumes through Suez Canal after one of the Largest Cargo 
Ships blocked the Crucial Waterway for Seven Days 
One of the largest ships in the world was refloated and moving through the Suez Canal after being 
stranded and blocking the crucial global transport lane for more than a week. The floatation efforts 
included towing and pushing the grounding vessel using 14 large tugboats. The blocked waterway has 
already led to considerable shipping delays, fueling a rise in prices of many commodities including crude 
oil and African coffee for almost a week. The blockage has also delayed e-commerce product deliveries 
as the supply chain has been severely distressed. Egyptian imports of wheat, corn and soybeans were 
not impacted while a slowdown in food imports and exports from and to South East Asia due to the 
blockage did occur. The delay in shipping and rise in shipping costs have also contributed to an increase 
in inland shipping by trucks to neighboring Jordan and Arabian Gulf countries. – More Info 
 
Taiwan - COVID and Convenience - Confirming Opportunities in E-Retail Market 
Taiwan is the United States' eighth-largest export market for food and agricultural products, according 
to U.S. Department of Agriculture data. While comparatively unscathed by the global pandemic, health, 
and safety concerns as well as a demand for convenience has seen the rapid advancement of the e-retail 
sector, especially in the food and beverage areas. As an increasing number of younger shoppers have 
grown accustomed to shopping online, the upward trend of the e-retail market expansion is anticipated 
to continue even after the pandemic. This report presents an overview of the e-retail food and beverage 
market and opportunities for U.S. exporters to Taiwan. – More info  
 
Thailand - Oilseeds and Products Annual 
The gradual economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic is expected to continue to drive up import 
demand for soybeans in MY2020/21 and MY2021/22. The increased demand for livestock and aqua feed 
will likely boost soybean meal imports in MY2021/2022 due to insufficient local supplies. MY2021/22 
palm oil production is expected to recover from the drought-triggered 13 percent reduction in oil palm 
production in MY2019/20. – More Info  
 
Philippines - Plant-based Food Products Market Brief 
Supported by growing awareness and adoption of global trends, plant-based foods in the Philippines 
have taken hold of a recognizable niche marketplace in the past year. Industry contacts are optimistic 
the market will grow 3–5 percent in 2021. Opportunities for U.S. exporters exist in both consumer-
oriented goods as well as raw materials to support up-start local food manufacturers. – More Info 
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