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USDA/Global Agricultural Information Network Reports  
Below is summary of export trade news highlights, compiled by the International Trade Office. 
 

Germany - Call for Technology Neutrality Dominates Fuel of the Future 
The 18th edition of the annual, international “Fuels of the Future” congress was held on January 18-22, 
2021, in a purely digital format, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Hot topics included the EU’s renewable 
energy directive RED II and its transposition into German national law; biofuels and its alternatives (e-
mobility, hydrogen, electricity-based fuels); and market conditions for biofuels and their feedstocks. 
Multiple speakers stressed that governments should remain neutral regarding which technologies to use 
for achieving greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction goals. They criticized the trend of favoring e-
mobility over other options and demanded that sustainable biofuels must continue to play an important 
role in the foreseeable future. – More info 

 

Indonesia - Oilseeds and Products Update 
To stabilize rising soybean prices the Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) has put forth a three-phase plan that 
includes: “market operations” whereby importers would be required to sell soybeans at a loss to 
tempeh and tofu makers; “partnership agreements” between importers and soybean farmers, which 
would require importers to absorb local soybeans at fixed prices; and classifying soybeans as a “strategic 
commodity”, which would allow the GOI to place restrictions on imports. Palm oil exports are revised 
downward as higher prices have increased export tax and levy assessments. – More info 

 

Beef - New To China Market Product Report 
On January 15, 2020, the United States and China signed the Phase One Economic and Trade Agreement 
(ETA). In accordance with ETA, China has implemented several changes to the scope and process of 
exporting U.S. beef and beef products to China. This report briefly mentions access conditions and 
regulations for U.S. beef and beef products, provides a market overview including competitors and 
distribution channels, and offers market-entry recommendations to consider when exporting U.S. beef 
and beef products to China. – More info 

 

Widespread Relief as South Africa Lifts Alcohol Ban but Uncertainty Remains  
On February 1, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa partially lifted the ban on the domestic 
transportation and sale of alcohol beverages. While the lifting of the alcohol ban has been met with 
widespread relief, there still remains uncertainty on how government could handle future alcohol bans. 
The impact of alcohol bans to the domestic liquor industry and associated supply chains has been 
substantial, and has placed the sustainability of these sectors at risk. U.S. exports to South Africa 
decreased by 46 percent to US$11.6 million in 2020, and this may worsen if the South African 
government continues implementing ad hoc alcohol bans in 2021. – More info 
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India - Grain and Feed Update 
India is set to achieve another record wheat harvest in marketing year (MY) 2021/22 (April-March) on 
record planting and favorable weather conditions during the current vegetative growth stage. FAS New 
Delhi (Post) is raising India's MY 2020/21 rice export forecast slightly higher to a record 14 million metric 
tons (MMT) on strong export demand, and calendar year (CY) 2020 export estimates to a record 14.7 
MMT based on revised official data. Post is similarly raising India's MY 2020/21 wheat exports to 17.5 
MMT, and consumption to 103.6 MMT, while ending stocks lowered to 27 MMT. Marketing year 
2020/21 corn exports are raised to 1.8 MMT on improved export competitiveness of Indian corn in 
neighboring countries. – More info 

 

Turkey - Grain and Feed Update 
Turkey’s MY 2020/21 corn production is estimated at 7.1 MMT, an increase of 1.1 MMT compared to 
last marketing year. Turkey’s wheat product exports continue to hold steady. Turkey struggles with food 
inflation because of coronavirus measures and high international commodity prices. Turkey approved 
two genetically engineered (GE) soybean events and one GE corn event for feed. Agricultural subsidies 
for 2020 were announced in the Official Gazette. The total subsidies for 2021 will be 22 billion TL ($2.6 
billion), which remained the same as the previous year. – More info 

 

Europe's Beating Cancer Plan Aims to Reduce Harmful Alcohol Consumption and 
Improve Access to Healthy Diets  
On February 3, 2021, the European Commission published its Europe's Beating Cancer Plan. Part of the 
plan includes actions to be taken by the EU and its Member States to increase cancer prevention across 
the Union. This includes reducing harmful alcohol consumption, improving access to healthy diets, a 
review of the EU promotion programs for agricultural products, a study on tax measures on sugars and 
soft drinks and the reduction of exposure to hazardous substances. Depending on how the 
recommendations are implemented, the new measures may affect U.S. exports of agricultural and food 
products. – More info 

 

Insufficient Food Ingredients Production in South Africa Presents Diverse 
Opportunities for US Exporters 
The South African food ingredients market was valued at R25.6 Billion (US$1.7 billion) in 2019, and is 
expected to reach R30 billion (US$2.0 billion) by 2024. Notably, South Africa does not produce sufficient 
food ingredients to meet the local demand. As a result, an estimated 90 percent of food ingredients are 
imported. The United States is already a reputable exporter of food ingredients to South Africa and 
opportunities for U.S. food ingredients exports are diverse. – More info 
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