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USDA/Global Agricultural Information Network Reports  
Below is a summary of export trade news highlights, compiled by the International Trade Office. 
 
Canada Announces Seed Regulatory Modernization Review 
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has announced a review of specific sections of the Seeds 
Regulations. The review includes the Seed and Seed Potato Regulation Modernization Survey which is 
open January 28-March 15. Farmers, seed industries, producer groups, commodity/value chain 
associations, breeders, government organizations, and other special interest groups are encouraged to 
participate in the survey. – More Info 
 
2020 US Exports to Brazil Grew for Some Products as Market Opportunities 
Continue to Expand 
Brazil is perhaps best known as a major competitor for U.S. agricultural exports, but U.S. exports to the 
country have grown three-fold over the last 30 years, topping US$1.1 billion in calendar year 2020. U.S. 
agricultural exports to Brazil in 2020 saw gains in terms of value in several product categories, even as 
the value of total agricultural exports shrank by 1 percent year-over-year, mainly due to slumping 
ethanol sales and a slowdown in the economy due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite 
the pandemic’s impact on the Brazilian economy, the outlook for the food sector remains optimistic. – 
More info  
 
UAE - COVID Fells US Ag Exports to GCC-4 by 22 Percent in 2020 
In 2020, due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic U.S. exports fell by 22 percent or $420 million to the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 4 (GCC-4), comprised of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman, Kuwait, and 
Qatar. The United States was the most impacted of any agricultural exporter to the region, with Canada 
being the exception and gaining significant market share in 2020. Reflecting the broader economic 
recovery in the Arabian Gulf, U.S. agricultural exports improved by 31 percent from Q3 to Q4 2020, but 
remain well below 2019 export levels. – More Info 
 
Turkey Approves Five More Biotech Traits  
On February 27, 2021, the Turkish Government published the Biosafety Decisions on import of 
genetically engineered (GE) soybean and corn events in the Official Gazette. The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry (MinAF) approved four soybean events and one corn event for feed. MinAF cancelled the 
approvals of five corn events which were set to expire on 12/24/2021. – More Info 
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EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change 
On February 24, 2021, the European Commission published an updated EU Strategy on Adaptation to 
Climate Change. With this Strategy, the Commission wants to foster EU adaptation to climate change 
throughout all sectors of the economy, including agriculture. This includes finding practical solutions to 
adapt to droughts, promote “nature-based” solutions and increase plants and crops resilience through 
better use of genetic diversity and non-harmful plant genetic resources for adaptation. – More Info 
 
China notifies ASF outbreak in Xinjiang 
On February 22, 2021, China’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) notified the U.S. Embassy 
in Beijing that on February 12, 2021, China detected African Swine Fever (ASF) in live hogs in Xinjiang 
Production and Construction Corps (XPCC). China notified this ASF outbreak to the World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE) and is continuing to monitor the situation. – More Info 
 
Commodity Prices Hit Peruvian Livestock Industry  
Increasing corn and soybean meal prices are affecting livestock producers’ bottom line. Poultry and 
dairy producers are the most affected. In 2020, Peru’s livestock industry utilized 5 million metric tons 
(MMT) of corn of which only 1.2 MMT was produced locally. Peruvian soybean meal imports reached 1.3 
MMT in 2020. – More Info 
 
Korea - Oilseeds and Products Annual  
MY 2021/22 Korean soybean production and consumption is projected to remain mostly unchanged 
from the prior year, amid stagnant domestic production and flat consumer demand, following a small 
decline in 2020/21. 2021/22 soybean imports are also expected to hold steady, after a small in increase 
in 2020/21. Korea resumed the use of soybean oil in biodiesel production in 2019 and soybean oil 
imports are expected to rise moderately over the next few years, with expanding U.S. market share. 
COVID-19 has created greater demand of soybean oil to produce mayonnaise for both home 
consumption and home meal replacement (HMR). – More Info 
 
Implementation of RenovaBio - Brazil's National Biofuels Policy 
On January 20, 2021, Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro sent newly inaugurated President Biden a letter 
noting that Brazil has demonstrated its commitment to the Paris Agreement. One example of this 
commitment is Brazil’s recently implemented National Biofuels Policy, known as RenovaBio. The 
program is designed to support the country’s commitments formulated at the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP21). The USDA Mission in Brazil has made steady efforts to ensure the 
program’s regulations provide fair treatment for corn-based ethanol, which is often imported from the 
United States. – More Info                        
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